Search articles from thoeusands of Examiners

eXaminercom.

NATIONAL

Browse by categories - HOME MEET THE EXAMINERS FAVORITE EXAMINERS WRITE FOR US »

Mational Sports Boston Sports History Examiner

George Greene G070 GEORGE'S HOME PAGE

Boston Sports History Examiner

\"\ We write it %
* because we live it.

EECOME AN EXAMINER &
wﬂﬁ e SHARE WHAT 40U Knous

My Bio -« Subscribe to Email - Add George to Favarite Examiners

Boston athletes step up to the plate for Mest Atticle |4 | P George's Recent Articles
Charity Boston Sports
Fehruary 7, 805 AM History Examiner Cafleasnig

> B Beautiful Logers
£ comment ShareThis RES nRBpDr’E CdEmail (2} Prict e
Fesidential athletes - Abraham Lincoln
Too often the press focuses on the negative exploits of our
professional athletes. I'm happy to report on an instance where
some local Boston professional athletes stepped up to the plate for
a worthy cause.
Circa 1982 Meedham police officer Kevin Bolio organized a charity
softball game for the benefit of the Osteogenesis Imperfecta
Foundation. Thig disease i1z also known as brittle bone disease.
The apposing teams were officers of the Needham, Mass. police
department vs. the Ventura All-Stars. The game was played at
Claxtan field in Mesdham before a sizable crowd of onlookers.
The Ventura All-Star team weas made up of local sports heroes from
several of Boston's professional teams. Amang their players were
Frank Malzone: former Boston Red Sox third baserman, Ken
Hodge: former Boston Bruin, Hank Finkle: former Bostaon Celtic,
Jim Mance: former Boston Patriot ranning back, and Bobby Orr:
former Boston Bruin defense man and the greatest hockey player
of all time.
One highlight of the game saw Bobby Orr hit a rope to right field that eamed him a single. Mr. Orr, PLAY FOR FREE
habbled by numerous knee surgeries barely made it to first base and was replaced with a pinch
runner. Sametimes charity does hurt. The other highlight was a ground ball off of the bat of Jim Nance
deep into the hole at shortstop, The shortstop, officer Greene, neatly backhanded the ball and without
looking wheeled and fired to first. Nance was called out by half a step. | really can't take any credit far
a spectacular play because Mr. Mance had put an a few pounds since his playing days and may have
lost a step or twa in the meantime. | ance saw Jim Mance in person playing for the then Boston
Patriots at Fenway Park. In his defense, the thing | remember most about his running skills is that
when he caried the ball and was finally tackled the park announcer would often say, “Jirm Nance
tackled by everybody."
At the conclusion of the game all of the athletes stayed to sign autographs and to have their pictures
taken by all of the adoring fans. By far the most popular was Bobby Orr. To his credit br. Orrwas the
last athlete to leave the field. He stayed until every person who wanted his autograph got ane.
The ‘Yantura All-stars triomphed over the lacal cops, but the real winner was the Osteagenesis
Imperfecta Foundation.
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