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The incomparable Orr

Former Generals teammates remember
hig traits on and off the ice

Moy 25, 2008 - 09:00 AM
BY BRIAM MCHAIR

QOSHAWR -- Frorm the day Bobby Orr arrived
to play for the Oshawa Generals at the age
of 14, there was little doubt he would be a
star.

Brought in from Parry Sound to play for the
Generals, then an affiliate of the Bostan
Bruins, orr adjusted immediately to plaving
with junior players as many as six years
older.

Nobody could have imagined just how good
he would become -- how do vou conceive of
a player winning the Norris, Art Ross, Hart,
Conn Smythe and Stanley Cup trophies all in
the same year, as he did with the Boston
Bruins in 19707 -- but it was evident he was
destined for greatness,

George Vail, a teammate of Orr's in the first
two seasons and a fan ever since,
remembers being partly awestruck and
partly embarrassed by the 125-pounder, who
made the commute from Parry Sound that
first vear, not yet even in high schoal,

"It was kind of like, 'Look at this young kid,
making us all look kind of silly,™ recalls Vail,
who lives in Oshawa with his then sweetheart,
now wife Sally, "He was so talented, he didn't
know how good he was. He just went out and
played."

In fact, he played the game in a way never
before seen, revolutionizing not only the
defence position, but the game in general with
his incredible array of talents,

He could do it all and it was a treat to behold
for Wail and any of the other players who
were fortunate enough to grace the same ice
surface.

Ian vounag, who introduced Orr for his number
retirement ceremaony last night at the General
Maotars Centre, appreciated hirn maore than
most, as the goaltender with the Generals

during the final three years of Orr's stay in Oshawa,
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tLeon Killen) and I were
watching the Stanley Cup final,
This is my first memory of
hockey. Because of that farmaous
goal, the bond between my dad
and I was priceless, Hockey was
our favourite thing to tallk about,
not zars or politics or hasehall,
Just hockey ... the 'coolest!
game on earth, I will always be
grateful for the wonderful
memories, thank you Bobby! 1
met Bobby Orr after a Petes
game in Peterborough a couple
of years ago, He was very kind
and gentle, commented on how
he loved my jersey. As he was
autographing my Mo, 4 sweater,
he noticed my husband sporting
hiz Montreal Canadiens attire,
and said to me, "He's not with
you is he?"

Sustainable Living
in Durham

Finally !l we're
Metrnetering!

scene and Heard
with Will McGuirk
Leif Yollebekl

Scene and Heard
with Will McGuirk
Julie Doiron/
Shotgun Jirmmie at
Les's

Technically
Speaking
TV is dead!

Showroom, Specializing in

Bathrooms and...

~ Showers

- Washbasins

- Vanities

- Toilets

- Marble Tops

~ Bath and Kitchen
Faucets & Paris




